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Translated  by 

Defense  Lanuguage  Branch 


Premier  l.AkATSUKI '  s  speech  (delivered  at  AKITA)  '..hie h  appeared  in  the 
Tuesday  July  21  (1931)  issue  of  the  KYOTO  HINODE  SKIKBtN 


Gentlemen : 

The  event  which  has  recently  created  a  great  repercussion  in  the 
political  and  economic  circles  of  the  world  is  the  U.S.  President’s 
draft  plan  for  an  international  moratorium. 

As  you  know  it  is  indisputable  that,  in  recent  years,  duo  to  the 
sever  depression  of  the  world  at  large,  the  Gorman  financo  has  fallen 
into  grave  defficulties  and  as  a  consequence  the  situation  of  the  Euroreai 
nations  has  resulted  in  a  lock  of  stability  which  is  striking. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  result  of  the  world  war,  European  nations 
® ysst  amounts  of  debts  to  each  other,  in  particular,  to  America,  and 
the  movement  of  gold  to  meet  these  debts  is  one  of  the  causes  t  hich  have 
aggravated  the  present  depression, 

..t  this  juncture  the  Presidont  of  tho  U.S.  1ms  been  lod  to  propose 
a  suggestion  that  all  nations  may  uniformly  grant  to  Germany  a  year  of 
grace  in  the  collection  of  all  reparations  and  othor  debts.  His  suggestie 
i^  construed  as  having  the  double  purpose  of  saving  the  crisis  of  tho 
German  finance  and  alleviating  the  world  oepression. 

In  consideration  of  the  general  situation,  v.e  consider  President 
Hoover’s  plan  as  a  timely  proposal  and  although  our  country  owes  no  debts 
to  the  U.S.  Government,  we  are  willing  to  cooporate  for  the  materiali¬ 
zation  of  the  said  proposal. 
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(Portion  omitted) 

.*s  to  our  diplomatic  policy  toward  China,  we,  either  in  the 
capacity  of  the  government  or  in  the  name  of  the  KINSEI-TO  (Democratic 
Party),  have,  up  to  the  present,  revealed  our  views  over  and  over  again. 

It  is  true  that  tho  general  public  is  eagerly  demanding  a  speedy  solution 
of  the  Manchurian  Mongolian  problem,  but  vo  have  already  unofficially 
decided  on  a  fundamental  policy  relating  to  this  problem  and  issued 
statements  thereon;  ao  to  do  not  think  thcreiis  any  policy  to  be  establi¬ 
shed  afJtsh, 

Our  country  has  already  acquired  in  the  Kanchurian-Mongolian  region 
tho  rights  and  interests  which  are  solidly  relatod  to  our  national  ex¬ 
istence  ,  and  regarding  this  matter,  tho  history  of  tho  past  several 
decades  has  already  given  a  strong  conviction  to  tho  rhole  of  our  nation, 
he  make  it  our  basic  principle  that  Japan  and  China  should  refrain  from 
encroaching  upon  or  undermining  each  other,  so  that  both  countries  may 
enjoy  their  own  existence  and  prosperity  side  by  side. 

It  is  a  veil  known  faot  that  we  have  mado  incessant  sincere  efforts 
for  the  realization  of  tho  above  explained  policy.  If  tho  two  countries 
mutually  recognize  and  guarantee  the  afore-mentioned  fundamental  principle 
as  the  rule  of  their  actions,  the  problems  bet-eon  Japan  and  China  will 
necessarily  find  their  ov.n  solution. 

(Portion  omitted) 

If  however,  there  is  anything  unreasonable  in  tho  measures  taken 
by  China,  it  is  only  Just  that  r.e  should  diplomatically  leave  no  stones 
ixiturned  to  rectify  it.  But  in  order  to  safeguard  tho  existence  of  our 
country,  v.o  may  some  times  have  to  take  decisive  measures  at  any  cost. 
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(PTotion  omitted) 

Moreover,  in  Manchuria  several  cases  have  oocured  recently  In 
respect  to  the  troatr.ir.nt  of  the  Japanoao  and  Koreans  by  the  Chinese 
Government  officials  and  at  present  negotiations  are  under  nay  botveen 
the  authorities  of  the  two  countries. 

(Tha  Host  omitted) 
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Certificate  of  Authenticity 

I,  tho  occupy  the  post  of  Chief  Librarian  of  the  TOKYO  Imperial 
University,  hereby  certify  that  the  article  which  appeared  in  the 
July  21  (1931)  Issue  of  the  KYOTO  KU.'ODE  Newspaper,  hereto  attached , 
written  in  Japanese,  consisting  of  4  pages  is  an  exact  excerpt  from  the  r 
said  newspaper  which  was  bought  at  TCIYC  in  1933  and  has  been  thenceforth 
in  the  coustody  of  our  Library, 

Certified  at  Tokyo 
on  this  £0th  day  of  January,  1947 

TAKAGI  Yasaka  (seal) 

Chief  Librarian 

TOKYO  Imperial  Universty 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  above  sitfiature  and  seal  were  affixed 
in  the  presence  of  the  witness. 

<it  the  same  place 
on  the  same  date 

Vitnesa:  NAKATANI  fake  to  (seal) 

lYanslation  Certificate 

It  o.fS.iu.A,,  Tomo/ii  ■  of  the  Defense,  hereby  certify  that  the  attached 
translation  of  Iremier  aKatsuki's  Speech  appeared  on  Kyoto  Hinode  Shin- 
bun  &  ..fl'idavit  of  Ishi'-nra  Kan.li  are  tc  the  beat  of  my  knowledja  u.lu 
belief,  a  correct  translation  and  is  as  near  as  possible  to  the  meaning 
of  the  original  document. 

T.  fasagat  a 

Tokyo,  Japan 
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Pago  2,  Line  12. 

lifter  "of  our  nation"  insert 

I  believe  the  fair  and  well-infomed  people  of  the 
world  will  aptly  recognize  that  Japan  cannot  give  up 
her  rights  and  interests  of  tnis  nature  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  no  matter  whatever  the  requests  she  may  have  to 
face.  Of  course  we  can  assure  you  that  we  do  not 
take  this  standpoint  upon  such  anachronic  ideology 
as  imperialism  or  aggression! sm. 


/ 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/943722/ 


HHH 


Page  2,  Line  12. 

*vfter  "of  our  nation"  insert 

I  believe  the  fair  and  well-informed  people  of  the 
world  will  aptly  recognize  that  Japan  cannot  give  up 
her  rights  and  interests  of  tnis  nature  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  no  matter  whatever  the  requests  she  may  have  to 
face.  Of  course  we  can  assure  you  that  we  do  not 
take  this  standpoint  upon  such  anachronic  ideology 
as  imperialism  or  a&gressionism. 
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<*tetement  of  the  Jepenese  iovernment  med9  et  Geneve 
Concerning  the  Resolution  of  the  Lengue  of  Nntions 
Pluming  the  Air  Reid  (September  1957) 

The  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Lengue  of  Notions,  on  the  bnnet 
of  mess  reports  having  ulterior  motives  nnA  one-sided  Chinese 
propngsnds  exsggernting  these  reports  to  gain  publio  sympathy,  (Mi 
n  resolution  blnming  that  our  sir  units  bombed  defenceless  cities 
end  the  Cenersl  ''sae^'bly  of  the  League  passed  the  resolution  on 
the  28th.  Although  the  nttitude  of  the  Lengue  of  Nntions  whioh 
solemnly  mnkes  n  resolution  on  such  n  basis  Hire  this  is  herd  to 
understand,  the  true  state  of  nfinirs  sn^ll  be  mndo  known  widely 
on  this  occasion. 

The  object  of  nn  attack  by  the  nir  units  of  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Army  end  ^nvy  ore  striotly  restricted  to  those  whioh,  whs 
damaged  or  destroyed,  would  considerably  deteriorete  the  military 
power  of  the  enemy.  Even  in  n  cose  of  attaching  a  defended  oity, 
we  hnve  never  yet  bombed  the  oity  itself,  end  have  exercised  the 
utmost  cure  to  nttnok  only  the  rnilitnry  tnrgets  in  the  oity  with 
occur" te  siehtjns.  The  octuol  result  of  these  nttncks  proves  that 
the  excellent  skin  end  discipline  of  our  sir  units  hove  left 
nothing  to  be  desired  in  accomplishing  the  nb^ve  mentioned  object. 
Spooking  from  the  viewpoint  whether  e  oity  is  defended  or  not,  thei 
Hanking  and  canton  are  thoao  mo«t  atrongly  «*iiS^,'P'iellWlf''l(doc,94372| 
had  attacked  In  theae  two  oitiea  were  nothing  but  the  military 
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establishment'*  inside  of  both  cities,  ,/a  shall  keep  on  observing 
the  same  principle  and  practice  in  the  future. 

Put,  depending  on  ci r c urns tn nee s,  we  cannot  guarantee  the  non 
oombatant  in  the  vicinity  of  these  military  establishments  fiee 
from  danger.  It  wnq  indeed  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  such  dange: 
to  the  minimum  that  an  advance  notice  of  bombing  wnq  issued  on 
20th  of  September.  Even  after  the  announcement  was  made,  the 
determination  of  ab^ve  mentioned  objects  and  precise  aiming  were 
most  sfrlcMy  "t-served. 

Kore-'ver,  our  army  was  extremely  moderate  in  selecting  the 
objects  of  an  attaok,  that  is  the  reason  why  when  it  was  obvir 

that  the  Chinese  army  is  prepared  to  fight  by  setting  up  on  purpo- 
important  military  establishments  close  to  the  objects  for  special 
protection,  the  commander  of  our  air  units  was  so  careful  as  to 
give  tho  following  orders  each  time  before  our  aeroplanes  went  ini 
action.  "Even  though  a  military  object  ia  sighted,  you  shall  not 
attnek  it,  if  you  think  that  great  damage  would  bo  onuses  to  othe: 
objects  by  the  attacK  of  it."  Thus,  thoro  has  boon  not  a  few 
examplos  of  our  aeroplanes  v/hioh  wont  out  for  tho  purpose  of  bombi 
but  returnod  to  their  bases  with  full  load  .of  bomb-shells,  for 
they  failed  to  discover  tho  objoots  they  had  oxpooted  to  find  in 
tho  manner  as  above  described, 

Pecs u^e  of  +ho  -nrinciplo  abovo  mentioned,  our  army  has 
suffered  groat  disadvantage  from  tho  stsndpoint  of  operations  as 

well  as  large  increase  in  tho  number  of  viotims  wMoh  could  have 
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ordinarily  boon  "voided,  mho  fa0t  t  the  de«i-ruotion  ft  tho 
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